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<Abstract>

G1 U-man’s Launch of Wijeongcheoksa
Movement and civilian army activity

luminate value
- Focusing on appeal and Gongchomun in Songsa ~ Anthology

Cho, II-hyoung

This study aims to examine Songsa i U-man’'s Wijeongcheoksa
Movement (Pro-Neo Confucianism Movement) based on his pleas to
the king and his official documents. The early—time volunteered civil
soldiers at the late Korean Empire began to rally around the
Wijeongcheoksa thought, and at the center of the movement was
Songsa Gi U-man. G U-man underwent a great tumultuous time in
late Korean Empire. The Korean land was ravaged by Western and
Japanese invasions, and the people were thrown into pain. Amid this
challenging situation, he kept his own integrity and thoughts and put
them to action. Such action was influenced by his grandfather Nosa
Gi Jeong—jin's Wijeongcheoksa thought, as well as by traditional
Neo-Confucianism.

In his book called Eulmiso, he opposed the state’s order of topknot
cutting and reformist systems. He perceived the reformist thoughts as
a disturbing and people-misleading thought which was camouflaged



as successful pursuit of projects and influencing the people and
forming moral customs, and insisted that the traditional systems of
former kings be restored and that pro—Japanese forces be purished.
After the Eulsa Treaty between Joseon and Japan was signed in
1906, he presented his fifth plea Eulsaso to the king, in which he
disclosed the reality of Five Eulsa Foes being protected and prized by
the government, and requested that the foes be punished along with
apologies to the people.

In addition, he represented the volunteered civil soldiers; they were
captured, interrogated, and wanted to take revenge on the Japanese
by eating their flesh and skinning them to lie on the skin. He
msisted and demanded action to the government: the Japanese
assassinated the Queen, disbanded Joseon troops, destroyed the
battlefield, damaged the skin and hair of Korean people, looted the
Korean land; as such, they should be severely punished and rejected

as an evil.

Key words : Songsa Gi U-man, movement, Eulmiso, Eulsaso, civilian army activity.
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