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<Abstract>

The formation of ‘nation’ concept and ‘the
unity of speech and writing’

Kang, Eun—jin-Cho, Chae-hyung

The purpose of this paper is to examine the formation process of the
concept of ‘nation’ and the influx into Korea. We will also examine
how the concept of 'nation’ is related to 'the identity of the written
and spoken language’. Ultimately, through these discussions, we want
to identify our language modernization process.

According to Anderson(1983/191), ‘nation’ is a political commumity
imagined to have limited and sovereign rights. “The unity of speech and
writing movement allowed us to express our thoughts and feelings in
our own language and to establish the spirit and emotion of the
‘nation’.

Before ‘The unity of speech and writing, ‘writing’ was only the
property of the upper class in the feudal society, but ‘The unity of
speech and writing’ played a role of converting a very few-oriented
soclety into a majority-oriented society. Through ‘The unity of speech
and writing’, the members of society have imagined ‘nation’ by sharing
their thoughts and feelings as their language, and it is possible to
establish a modern national nation based on this imagined ‘nation’.

However, our “The unity of speech and writing was made up of a

small number of intellectuals as a means of accepting Western



civilization, and under the rule of Japan, our ‘The unity of speech and
writing movement was developed to maintain the identity of the
'nation’ rather than the formation of the state.

Key words : history of concept, nation, The unity of speech and writing, Linguistic
modernization, Normalization of language
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