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<Abstract>

An Ethical Examination of the Companionship

between Humans and Anmimals
- Focused on the Case of Guide Dog

So, Byung-chul

The aim of this essay is to examine whether the way how the
guide dog as a specific model of companion amimal is treated by
humans can be ethically justified or not as an extension of the recently
activated anmimal ethics debate. First of all, I pointed out the two
‘obtained duties which humans should accept when they adopt an
animal as their companion. The one of the two is the ‘duty to satisfy
the basic needs of that animal’, and the other is the ‘duty to make its
life the better than before wherever possible. Then, can the guide dog
be regarded as a case of animal use fulfilling the two duties? In order
to answer this question, I passed my eyes over the whole process
which a dog undergoes to be trained and used as a guide dog by
humans, and simultaneously directed my attention to the serious fact
that the guide dog is disciplined to repress its natural instincts such as
the appetite, the urge to urinate or defecate, the curiosity and the
sociality regarded as the distraction factors in doing its job according to
human dictation.

Nonetheless, I did not reach the conclusion that human use of guide
dog is an ethically unjustifiable practice and therefore must be ceased,
because I think that the guide dog plays an ethically significant role of
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protecting the basic human rights of the handicapped, and in this case,
we should solve the problem toward clarifying the conditions under
which the basic human rights of the handicapped and the welfare of
guide dogs can be compatible with each other. Therefore, those
conditions must function as the normative limit lines which help to keep
the daily ‘repression of instincts' of guide dogs to a minimum. With
this intention I classified them roughly into the following two and
presented them one after ancther: the one of them is that humans
should compensate the guide dogs for their devotion with the fulfillment
of the above-mentioned ‘obtained duties’ to companion animal, and the
other is that humans should not use any physical coercion in
disciplining the guide dogs. Hereby I tried to present the ethical filters
with which humans could refine their behaviors so that their
companionate hands held out to guide dogs cannot change suddenly into
the abusive whips.

Key words : Companion Animal, Obtained Duties, Guide Dog, Repression of Instincts,
Basic Human Rights of the Handicapped
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