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<Abstract>

The Influence of Japan on Early Acceptance of
Psychoanalysis in Korea: Based on the

theoretical similarities between Kim Sung—hee
and Kosawa Heisaku

Lee, Jung-min

This study attempts to trace the flow of acceptance of
psychoanalysis in East Asia by discussing theoretical similarities
between Korea's first psychoanalyst Kim Sung-hee and his mentor,
Kosawa Heisaku. Kim Sung-hee, a medical student bomn in the colonial
period of Korea, decided to study psychoanalysis. After the graduation,
he begun to study psychoanalysis at the Tohoku Imperial University in
Japan, the center of east asia’s psychoanalytic scene, under guidance of
Marui Kiyoyasu and Kosawa Heisaku. As a psychiatrist, Marui taught
Kim Sung-hee psychoanalysis as clinical medicine, and Kosawa was
Kim's theoretical mentor. Especially, Kosawa developed and
Asian-specific  psychoanalysis theory called ‘Ajase complex’. Unlike
paternal authority of Oedipus complex, Ajase complex is centered on the
concept mother’s love and forgiveness. This theory later appears in a
modified form from his disciplee Kim Sung-hee. Although these
attempts are not well studied in Korea today, but this theoretical break
can be called a historical cross—section of East Asia’s acceptance of
psychoanalysis.
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