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<Abstract>

'The Definition of 7opos and Understanding
Ancient Greco-Roman Literature

Park, Jung—hoon

Despite its origin in the Greek language, fopos is a modermn term. As
Aristotle, the one who used the term first in 7oprca, and his successors
never defined it, the burden to define the term is handed over to
modern scholars. Since Curtius  brought up his definition of fopos as
cliché, scholars have attempted to define it. Among them, Abraham J.
Malherbe and Johan C. Thom remarkably contributed to understanding
the concept of fopos Following them, 1 propose to define fopos as a
cultural phenomenon including traditional topics and conventional ways
of dealing with them. With this definition, I would like to provide
readers with a more universal and practical understanding of the term.
As a container of ancient culture, a better understanding of fopos helps
us to read the ancient texts from a perspective closer to that of original

writers and readers.

Key words : topos, moral philosophy, Aristotle, Johan C. Thom, Greco-Roman literature
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