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<Abstract>

A study on the exodus of Lee Min—gu

Kim, II-hwan

This study analyzes the letters of Lee min—gu sent to his friend
Jung sae—gyu in his later years. In the form of response, Lee min—gu
1s demonstrating to his friend how his actions had been just and how it
was his best when Gangwhado fell during Byeongja Horan war. The
examples he used to justify his actions mostly included people who had
already passed away and cannot grant the truth or those who had been
blamed just like himself. Though his words were sincere, his letters
were adroit enough to escape from every suspicion. The first part was
dedicated to explain why he did not retun to his army as the enemy
had landed on the shore. The latter part rebuts the suspicion that he
did not depart from Gangwhado solely because of the safety, even
though he was appointed as a govermnor of ChungCheongdo after the
former governor had deceased while struggling to end the siege of
Namhansansung Fortress. In the former part of the essay, he
unconsciously stresses the importance of coincidence and god’s grace.
The latter part, he wishes to get over the prestige of Kim Sang-hun’s
tomb inscription. Lee Ming-gu was obsessed with his past as his



opponents constantly casted doubt on his nomination on behalf of his

personal history.

Key words: Lee Min—koo, Jung Sae-gyu, <a reply to Jung sae-gyu> Byeongia Ho'ran
war, Gangwhado, Kim Sang-hun.
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