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<Abstract>

On the Interpretation of the modern Law of
causality

Won, Seung-yong

The key problems of modemn epistemology largely revolve around the
debates over the problem of the Law of causality. It is because the
notion of causality was closely intertwined with the laws of newly
arising natural sciences of the time. However, as the notion of causality
is comnected with the ground of being(ratio essendi) as well as that of
cognition(ratio cognoscendi), it has long been the locus of diverging
philosophical interpretations. In this respect, critically investigating the
debates between Hume and Kant over the problem of causality, I try to
review the nature of the debate in connection with Aristotelian and
contemporary conceptions of causality. Concerning the re-interpretations
of causality after those of Hume and Kant, I will cover the scientist
notion of causality, which is confined within the scope of causal
explanation, and Schopenhauer’s view of causality, in which he critically
interprets Kant's notion of causality in terms of the principle of
ground(Der Satz vom Grund). Despite of differences of interpretations I
will conclude that the universal Law of causality in the westemn
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epistemology  has  functioned commonly

knowledge in general.
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essendi
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