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<Abstract>

An Analysis of Analects
. Focusing on Feng Youlan's Interpretation of
Kongzi's Thought

Kang, Ji-yeon

Feng Youlan and Hu Shi, two celebrated Chinese philosophers during
the period of 1900, were regarded as well-versed in learning of all ages
and as masters of integrating cultures of the West and East into a
unified one. Despite the widely known broad generalization of their
scholarship, however, their attitudes in regard to traditional culture
differ widely and their respective assessment of Kongzi (Confucius)’s
thought noticeably varies as well. A comparison of their views of
Kongzi reveals that Feng Youlan's view of Kongz is unique in terms
of singularity and profoundness of its view. Hu Shi views Kongzi as a
politician rather than as a theoretician and contrary to the well-received
common understanding, he further argues that the mainstream thought
shaping China’s tradition and culture is culture of Daoism spearheaded
by Laozi all.

By contrast, Feng Youlan, in the section on “Kongzi” in his
celebrated book entitled “History of Chinese Philosophy,” defines Kongzi



as an educator who first established a privately-run institution of
learning and rendered academic discourse publicly accessible for the
first time in the history of China. He further argues that Kongz's
contribution in the history of education of China is much more valuable
and far-reaching than that as a politician. Feng Youlan acclaims highly
the standing of and contribution of Kongzi within tradition and culture
of China and agrees to the view that Confucianism trail-blazed by
Kongzi has been the dominant thought shaping China throughout the
ages. This Feng Youlan's view of Kongz is distinctly contrary to that
of Hu Shi.

Key words : Analects, Rituals, Confucian, China, Feng Youlan
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