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<Abstract>

Review of Mental Diseases as Social Diseases
and an Exploration of a Possihility of Curing
Them with Social Construction of Story—telling
— Concerning on “The Community of
Interpreters”

Lee, Eun—kyoung

Human Beings are story-telling anmimals, who weave stories by
imposing meanings upon signs. However, as one has entered into the
semiocapitalism, in which everything is connected through digital
networks, and in which digitalized information overflows everywhere,
labor today has turned into cognitive labor, which produces the capital
through the production and exchange of abstract digital signs. As
cognitive labour on virtual digital networks directly exploits our mental
and emotional energy in a way that the system of infinite competition
and winner-take-all encourages us to try harder, the problem of
capitalism has changed from the alienation from our works to the
elimmation from competition. This semiocapitalist structure has snared
us with a trap, in which nobody can win, and made us feel impotent.
However, one cannot accept this, especially in the social structure of



competition, in which one mistake or one faillure cannot be tolerated.
Instead, we seek for an exit to release the feelings of despair and
anger, which has accumulated within us without any recognition of
them. In so doing, our overloaded central nerve system reaches its
limitation, and it is no wonder that our society is full of mental
diseases like bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, depression and so on.

However, any treatment or cure of mental diseases today only
focuses upon the broken and distorted inside of the mentally ill patients,
prescribing anti-depressants and mood-stabilizing drugs like prozac and
lithium and overlooking the social structure, which has generated such
twisted and perverted symptoms in the minds. Can one overcome just
with the treatment and cure of the personal inner psychology the
mental diseases, which derive from our social structure of infinite
competition and winner-takes—all? Are they already social one rather
than personal one? Can one imagine social cure and emancipation by
constructing a social narrative, in which one can live with one’s failure
and suffering, instead of the cultural story-telling of cold-blooded
competition, in which only the winner survives?

With such problematics, this paper examines the widespread issue
today of mental diseases in the context of semiocapitaliSm or cognitive
capitalism and explores a possibility of the cure of precarious and
depressive mental health of cognitive laborers with story-telling and

emancipatory hermeneutics through the community of interpreters.
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and cognitive laborer
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