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<Abstract>

Confucianism’s Theory of Xin(:(») and

Xing(f) In the Pre-Qin Days
- a study for Xing Zi Ming Chu's Xing

Jeong, Young-Su

The main purpose of this article aims to account for the
meaning of Xin(.(») in the "Xing Zi Ming Chu”(™:H ) of the
Guodian text. The text provides a analysis of human nature by
relating the issue of concern to xin(.0») and ging(1%). Xing(l) as
mborn nature provides an essential base for the growth and
development of things. The human xing(Ph) itself, specifically the
qi(¥&) of happiness, anger, sadness, and grief, are drawn out only
with external stimuli and induction by xin(:{»), which then is
referred to as qing(liff). When dealing with emotions, the xin(:.(»)
is involved in thinking, contemplation, and reflection(si, ). Si(f&
1s our cognitive ability and contextual judgement to exert and
direct ourselves to acquire and understand the ethical ideals. Xin
(.0») has a tendency(zhi, i) in response to external factors. The
tendency of the xin(.{») does not have a fixed intention. The
intention of the mind is the determining factor of the properties
of the nature of man. In order to shape a morally cultivated man,
his intentions need to be developed properly first. Moral
cultivation is a process of activating and refining inborn nature
through ritual(li, %) and music(yue, %%). If human being learn the
ritual and music, the result will be a harmonious unity of nature
and social practice.



key words: Xing Zi Ming Chu(t4B#st), Xin(-1), Xing(t4), Si(&), Zhi(7E)
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