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<Abstract>

Communication and Coexistence
n Mrs Dalloway

Jeong, Gyeong-sim

The purpose of this paper is to study the process in which the
alienated characters look for their own selves and their efforts for
communication and coexistence with others in Virginia Woolf’s Ars
Dallowayf1925). This paper analyzes the possibilities of communication
and coexistence through characters’ walking in the street, the
deconstruction of the boundary of binary opposition, and the
significance of party and death.

(Clarissa, Septimus and other characters explore the meaning of life
by walking in the street. They get the opportunity of self-reflection
as they enjoy the freedom given by anonymousness in the open place
like the street, and encounter with the new selves of themselves. And
then they try to search the meaning of life by communicating with
others or the world through the expansion of self while Kkeeping
his/her individual autonomy.

Through a series of this course, the boundary of binary
oppositions, such as life and death, feminity and masculinity, and

mass and privacy is deconstructed and the contraries are obscured.
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Woolf shows that death doesn’t exist at the end of life and that life
and death coexist through Clarissa’s life on the threshold of death
and Septimus’s suicide. Woolf also says that human being is
"androgynous existence’ with the double feature of feminity and
masculinity and female and male are not disjoined but correlated.
Understandably, the characters in the story long for the self-reliance
of private soul and the need for the communication at the same time.

And also Clarissa’s party offers the chance for the absolutely
different people to alter each other, breaking up the wall of the biases
and forming the sympathy. Though the party can not ensure the true
harmony and the complete unity, it reveals the conscious world of
various individuals who comnect with others and experience the

moment of self-recognition over own'’s screen in the open space.

Key Words: Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway, communication, coexistence, walking in the
street, binary opposition, boundary, deconstruction, life and death, party, the
stream of consciousness
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