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<Abstract>

Longing for Ruins

— Theory about Park Chan

Choi, Myoung—pyo

This article explores Park Chan's poetic world. From the beginning
of his literary career, he deepened his poetic world based on his deep
consciousness of hometown. His hometown consciousness does not
remain in obsessive affection towards some physical space but
extends its meaning to some neglected space. And to him, hometown
1s the source of poetic imagination, and at the same time, it is the
mental ground of citizens which is getting wom away with
industrialization. To maximize the interest in his hometown, he put
his grandmother into it and narrated his childhood memory. In
particular, he frequently uses the dialect of Jeongeup to secure poetic
reality. This attempt of Park Chan’s, in fact, doubled universality in
his hometown poem.

Park Chan represents the feelings of low-income dwellers
embodying trivial events they face in the outskirts staying in there
not being able to enter the center of a hig city. This is the

reemergence of nameless people of his hometown who appeared in the
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initial period, too. By setting the people or low-the income dwellers’
trivial matters as its background, he caricatures contemporary history,
and as he does not avoid critical comments to society, he basically
sticks to humanistic sight. His embracement gets support from
Buddhistic imagination and becomes sublimated to the will of
transcending from this world. Even though he defines redlity as the
road of flame, he still knows that it is the very entrance to the world
of Avatamska. In this sense, Park Chan’s hometown consciousness is
not only a poetic start of his but a ruling place that leads to the
ultimacy.

Key Words: Park Chan, Jeongeup, hometown consciousness, the road of flame,
Avatamska
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